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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

We have several letters in type which tee have hem obliged to 
postpone, from want of tpaee. We are sure our l'rolestant friends 
mil not object to our giving priority to our Soman Catholic Cor- 
respondents. - 

To diminish the chance of disappointment, all letters should be 
finwardcd to the office by the first day of tlumonth. 
. All leUere to be addreeeed to the Editor, 9, Upper Suckville street. 

Contributors of £\ per annum will be furnished with six copies, 
any of which will be forwarded, as directed, to nominees of the 
subscriber. 

toy In consequence of several persons having returned 
sopies of the Catbomo L»v«an, which had been already paid 
for bj friends, under the apprehension that they might be 
called on hereafter in person to pay for them, we beg to call 
their attention to the following announcement— viz., that any 
one receiving any number of this journal which has not been 
ordered by himself, will not be charged for it, and may assume 
that it has been paid for by a subscriber. 



Cjre (fetjrrfk legman. 



DUBLIN, JUNE 19, 1856. 



Some weeks ago several letters appeared in a 
leading Roman Catholic paper, The Freemaris 
Journal, in which public attention was called to 
iteveral benevolent Protestant institutions in this 
oity, especially those known by the title of" Rag- 
ged Schools," in which it was stated that several 
thousand Roman Catholic children and adults 
came under the influence of Protestant teaching, 
and Roman Catholics were exhorted to insult 
and lampoon 8 the respectable ladies who take an 
active part in their management, in language 
which savoured but little of the social decencies 
of civilized life, much less of that Christian 
charity, of the want of which in their opponents 
Roman Catholics are so prone to complain. 

We took no notice of those letters at the time, 
though they attracted a large amount of public 
attention, because, being signed by a fictitious 
signature (Testis), and couched in language of a 
very offensive and bigotted character, we did 
not think it fair to deal with them as expressing 
sentiments approved of by any respectable sec- 
tion of our Roman Catholic fellow-countrymen, 
even though published without censure in a 
periodical holding a respectable position among 
the Roman Catholic journals of our metropolis. 

The anonymous attack, however, has been fol- 
lowed up in so similar a spirit by a Pastoral let- 
ter from the prolific pen of the Papal Legate, Dr. 
Cullen (just published by James Duffy, 7, Wel- 
lington-quay), that we can no longer doubt the 
propriety of noticing these attacks in our pages ; 
and we confess it makes us ashamed of our country, 
and sad at heart, to think that the publication of 
such a document (under the signature of one who 
claims the title of a Christian Archbishop) 
could be even possible in a country where the 
principles of religious toleration are even par- 
tially understood and acted on by any portion of 
the community. This notable letter, announcing 
the Novena of SS. Peter and Paul as about to 
commence on Friday, the 20th inst., and stating 
that a plenary indulgence may be gained by those 
attending it, is entitled ostentatiously, " On Pko- 
selttism," and its object cannot be better 
described than in the very words of one of its 
concluding paragraphs, addressed, be it recol- 



* 8« letter in Weekly Frttmm's Journal of May 3, 1856, in which 
the follosing pa-tige occurs :— " Witb the help of a little literary 
paiMing we might make many plans rather inconvenient tor the pre- 
sence of Miss Bishop, or Miss Parson, or Miss Swaddler. A female 
aposUe is rather a tempting object for a caricaturist. Some persons 
reel a delicacy about this point; but let them consider the use that 
our enemies are making of the press, and the consequent havoc 
aosong oar poor, and they will be Inclined to put their sensitiveness in 
abeyance for a while !" 

• The bitterness and bigotry of those r ffnsions may be estimated 
& ii" WBO have not happened to meet with them, when we state 
tnttUM writer describes the Sunday Schools, and other similar iusti- 
s»u»os and schools in Dublin as " Infamous,'' " hells," "fearful places," 
5?™? ^children are made to trample on the image of the Blessed 
virgin, • dens of depravity," whtre "the unholy work is going on 
•LTmT k "* <he uili> " nd mi,r " 15 of the Catholic poor, "wicked 
establishments, where ladis- hold out the miserable bait of plain work, 
".J*" *™ " 16 ™ and children," and •• WillUmites and Crorawcllltes 
ii.k .? ""'"""g <*pe of poison to the parched lips, and, not satisfied 
J™. _*?• Plunder of the substance of those who were once lords of 
HWIrish soil, must make them violate their cousciencea also, and 
emdthtsr souls to hell r 



lected, to the (R.) Catholic Clergy, as well as 
laity, of the diocese of Dublin : — 

" Daring these days of devotion, we shall have frequent 
opportunities, not only of meriting the protection of the 
princes of the apostles, but also of exciting the faithful to 
a more decided detestation of the wicked acts of prosely- 
tism." 

To commence this work of exciting his Roman 
Catholic followers against their Protestant fellow- 
citizens, and afford a sample, we suppose, to the 
priests under his direction, of the manner in 
which he expects them to use their " frequent 
opportunities of exciting" their respective flocks, 
Dr. Cullen, while charging his opponents, in the 
strongest language, with " calumny and misre- 
presentation, and a total forgetfulness of the 
duty of Christian charity," condescends to the 
expedient of heaping insult and calumny on the 
most respectable Protestant3 in our metropolis, 
and misrepresenting their conduct, without the 
slightest semblance of proof, in a manner wholly 
devoid of that charity of the want of which he 
complains in his opponents. 

What will our readers think of the following 
specimens? Sure we are that any respectable 
Roman Catholic of common candour would re- 
pudiate such statements as both illiberal and un- 
charitable in the highest degree, and wholly un- 
worthy of any educated layman, much less of 
one of the heads of the Roman Catholic Church 
in Ireland : — 

" In many Protestant Churches,'' says Dr. Cullen (p. 
11), " the preachers neglect altogether the instruction of 
their own flocks in order to devote themulves entirely to 
the abuse of Catholicity. Thus their hearers learn little <•/ 
the principles of morality, whilst their wont passions are 
excited, and Christian charity forgotten.'" 

Will any Roman Catholic who ever associated 
with Protestant gentlemen for an hour believe 
that they would tolerate in their churches prac- 
tices of this character ? We boldly pronounce it 
to be a gross calumny whether written in ig- 
norance or dictated by malevolence ; and we 
can scarcely stretch our Christian charity so far as 
to think that Dr.Oullen himself believes in the 
truth of his own assertions. Again, in p. 5 : — 

" But, dearly beloved, though we are living in times of 
boasted toleration! and all that is liberal and enlightened 
in Protestantism condemns the spirit of past persecution, 
yet, the progress of our holy religion could not fail to excite 
the euvy of the malignant one, who, not having succeeded 
in destroying our religion by violeacc, induces his followers 
to employ new and insidious arts, and, leaving the blood- 
stained track of a Nero, or a Diocletian, to walk in the 
footsteps of thejwr/Mious Julian." 

" Confiscation of property, exile, the rack, the sword, so 
often employed against our fathers, arc no longer spoken 
of. Education, charity, the Bible are now inscribed 
upon the banners of those whose bigotry and fanaticism 
in past days delighted in persecution and blood. 

" Under these false colours, assumed for the purpose of 
deception, a system of pecuniary proselytism, having for 
its object to make converts by bribes and gold, has been 
established by the many bigoted and fanatical haters of 
Catholicity who abound in this empire, and an active and 
insidious war is carried on against our ancient and vener- 
able Church. This war is not limited to Dublin or Ire- 
land ; it has nothing personal in its object, it is a war 
against Catholicity, extending its ravages to the most dis- 
tant regions of the Continent. In every Catholic country, 
under one pretence or another, English money is lavishly 
expended ia endeavouring to undermine the faith of the 
people, and to introduce a system of doubt and unbelief. 
We say doubt and unbelief, because Protestantism cannot 
be propagated ; for it is cursed with sterility, and has no 
vitality and no attraction in it. And, indeed, wherever 
the Catholic Church is assailed, no attempt is heard of to 
substitute any new form of belief in place of her doctrines ; 
and if an apostate be made, he is left in darkness and un- 
certainty, and destined to become, according to the words 
of our divine Redeemer, a child of hell, twofold worse than 
the Pharisees who perverted him." 

Dr. Cullen well knows that this charge of 
pecuniary proselytism has been a hundred times 
denied, and never proved, and that every candid 
mind, either Roman Catholic or Protestant, who 
knows anything about the real facts, has long 
since discarded it as an exploded calumny. His 
Grace Dr. Whately, the Archbishop of Dublin, 
has more than once furnished the most conclu- 
sive refutation of such a charge, under the high 



sanction of his own name, by announcing to the 
world in the most formal and public manner that 
he has publicly invited proof of such asserted 
bribery, and that he never was furnished with 
the particulars of a single case, except one which 
was asserted to have occurred at so remote a 
period, that it would have been ludicrous to have 
attempted its investigation — as it was stated to 
have occurred thirteen years before the famine ! It 
might obviously, for all practical purposes, aa 
well have been said to have taken place thir- 
teen years before the flood ! ! 

Yet Dr. Cullen is not ashamed to proceed to 
charge that distinguished and highly gifted pre- 
late with the special patronage of a system so 
infamous and insane — 

" Can anything, dearly beloved brethren, be more de- 
grading or more unworthy than thus to trample on Christian 
charity under tlte pretence of promoting religion ? And 
what fruits are to be expected from o system so perverse 
and anti christian t Nothing but hypocrisy and lying, 
scepticism and unbelief: and these are the only result* 
obtained by a most profligate expenditure. Protestantism 
is not, and cannot be propagated ; the progress of Catho- 
licity is not prevented ; tlie only visible result is, that some 
few destitute children, or corrupt men, are seduced and 
made hypocrites or apostates. Yet, notwithstanding such 
awful results, we are told that a system so degrading and 
so fruitless is specially palronized by the head of the Pro- 
testant Establishment in this city ; and wo read in printed 
handbills that his wife and daughter, and the wives and 
daughters of many professional gentlemen and merchants, 
whose clients or patients, and customers, are Catholics, 
are the most active agents in supportiny proselytising 
ragged schools, and endeavouring to supplant and insult 
the religion of those from whom their incomes aro ia a 
great part derived." 

Must not the blush of shame mantle on the 
cheek of any respectable Roman Catholic gen- 
tleman who reads this most deliberate and in- 
sulting attack on some of the most respected and 
earnest Protestants in this city, in the attempt (we 
hope it will be as vain as it is unchristian) " to ex- 
cite the faithful to a more decided detestation" of 
everything Protestant in this country ! 

The truth is, that religious Protestantism was 1 
too long dormant, while political Protestantism 
was in the ascendant in Ireland. The religion 
of Protestantism has of late years become art 
earnest and active principle in this country, and 
is making its vitality felt by those who are 
opposed to it both religiously and politically. 
That Protestantism is not " a system of doubt 
and unbelief" is manifest even from Dr. Cullen's 
own assertions. Men do not lavish gold or waste 
their energies in a struggle which has, as he 
admits, ll nothing personal in its object," or 
"extend their exertions to the most distant re- 
gions of the Continent" merely to propagate the 
negative doctrines of " doubt and unbelief." Dr. 
Cullen wellknows, whatever he may affect to think 
of the charity of Protestants (and we think no 
one else ever doubted it), that they are sincere 
and earnest advocates of "education and the 
Bible ;" and to assert that Protestants " assume 
these false colours for the purpose of deception" 
is nothing short of a most gross and barefaced 
calumny, which could only be resorted to by one 
anxious to excite " the worst passions" of those' 
under his superintendence or influence. 

If we could believe for one moment that there 
was any class of Protestants in this city who 
would demean themselves by patronizing a 
" system so degrading" as that of " traffipking ia 
the miseries of the poor and destitute," as alleged 
by Dr. Cullen, we should be the first to " raise 
our voice, to excite public indignation against 
those who are carrying on such an inhuman 
traffic in souls ;" but we are thoroughly satisfied, 
though ourselves wholly unconnected with any 
of the 21 societies enumerated by Dr. Cullen as 
" united together to carry on this work of pecu- 
niary proselytism," that not one of them is, or 
ever has been, guilty of any such practices, much 
less of a systematic design, as fatal aa it would 
be infamous, of bribing men and children to 
abandon a religion in which they believe. Dr. . 
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Culien, however, proceeds (p. 11) more especially 
to attack the Ragged Schools of this city, without 
the slightest attempt at proof of any one of his 
insertions against them : — 

** But out enemies tore not satisfied with heaping insults 
and eontnmel y on us : they have reeoarse to bribes end 
r/j/'lj, to obtain the perversion of the poor and destitute, 
and especially of children. Unfortunately, the late famine, 
and the ruthless anxiety of many landlords to clear their 
estates of the poor peasantry, hare filled this city with 
anisery aad want Thousands of these victims of want or 
oppression crowd our streets. Bigotry and fanaticism have 
determined to traffic on their misery ; and with that view, 
ragged schools have been opened, or put in greater activity 
in several parts of the city. Lurgan-street, Townsend- 
street, the Coombe, and Rutland-street are the seat of 
schools of this description, which are met with also in other 
parts of the city on a smaller scale, and there are agents 
sent through the streets, to seize on poor neglected children, 
and to seduce them, oftentimes against the will of their 
parents, into those schools." 

Now, what is the real troth with respect to 
these truly valuable and most interesting institu- 
tions ? That a large number of destitute chil- 
dren of all religious denominations, hitherto 
wholly neglected by both Roman Catholics aad 
Protestants, are received gratuitously into these 
schools, without any compact or condition what- 
ever, except that they are instructed in the re- 
ligion of the Bible according to the teaching of 
the Established Church of England and Ireland,' 
which is professed by the majority at least of the 
persons who devote themselves gratuitously to 
this charitable task. No deception is practised, 
or indirect means used to induce either parents 
or children to attend these schools. If it be 
otherwise, let the individuals who are guilty of 
such deception or unfair means be exposed and 
denounced. It is true that, acting on the same 
wise and humane principles which actuate 
Roman Catholics themselves in the management 
of their own schools, a small portion of bread is 
given to all destitute children, without any dis- 
tinction of religious creed, who attend them (and 
none others but destitute children, of course, ever 
attend suck schools), because the conductors well 
know that it would be vain to attempt to instruct 
the minds of children of any class while they are 
suffering under the pangs of actual hunger ; and 
instead of condemning, all right-minded men, we 
are assured, will commend the benevolence and 
wisdom which induce the managers of such 
schools (Roman Catholic as well as Protestant) 
to appease the cravings of hunger before attempt- 
ing to feed the minds of the poor children who 
frequent them." 

Further than this, and an occasional gift of 
clothing to the most destitute, also made without 
any distinction of religious creeds, we are assured 
that no reward whatever is given to either 
children or parents in any of these schools, nor 
anything which the most hostile opponent could 
fairly convert into a bribe. If Dr. Cullen thinks 
he has proofs to the contrary, we challenge 
him to publish them. We believe every one of 
the societies named by Dr. Cullen publishes 
annual and detailed reports of every shilling of 
their expenditure, from which it will, doubtless, 
appear whether Dr. Cullen's charges are well- 
founded or not. 

One thing Dr. Cullen, however, announces at 
the close of this pastoral (p. 16), which we think 
ought to be known by both parties, as it may 
lead to momentous consequences, and we think it 
somewhat remarkable that it is exactly what was 

c In some of time schools, at least, we are assured that the children 
are not asked or even expected toattend Protestant worship, unless they 
are ahead, professed members of the Church of England, or at least 
hare ceased to attend mass from conviction arising- from Scriptural 
knowledge. 

* Been Ike writer is the Fmmaa'i Jturmat approves of this, for 
after saying that " the chief use our Catholic Board will bare to make 
df their funds will be to erect Catholic tehoolf,*' he adds, ** These 
schools must give something In the shape of a breakfast, 1 would 
willingly submit this question to a jury of those Catholies of Dublin 
who know the poor, in perfect confidence of a verdict ha coy favour. 
Why, then are always a number of poor children, in a great city, who 
go to bed eupperless and rise breakfastless ; and If they cannot look 
Ibvwwrd to a hit ia the school, they must either hog, or pack poefteu, 
•r go to the proseljtloen."— Fntimmi Jowntal, 3rd May, ISM. Yet 
the Ragged Schools are accused of drjlroytng at morals of the derti- 
pnte poor, keemua lory gyve kreekfatt to children who, other" lie, 
moat " beg or pick pockets '■" 



recommended by the a nonymo ng writer (Testis) 
in the Freeman'* Journal of April and May j 
last. Whether these letters were written by Dr. 
Cullen himself as preparatory to his present pas- 
toral, we cannot pretend to Say, but the identity 
of spirit and views in all these productions is not 
a little remarkable : — 

" And as in times of danger great and extraordinary 
precautions are necessary, ice have appointed a general 
committee, consisting of all the parish priests of the city, 
the head* of religion* order*, and semi ether member* of 
the cltrgy, to match over and check the progress ofprose- 
lyiism. Local committees have also been established to 
act in concert with the general committee. To enable the 
general committee to assist is the building of schools in 
the most distressed districts, and. to aid in carrying oa 
these and other poor schools, a general collection will he 
made in all the churches and chapels of this diocese on the 
festival of SS. Peter and Paul. Donations also for this 
charitable work will be received by the archbishop, any of 
the parish priests of the city, or other members of the ge- 
neral committee. Several sums have already been received,- 
which will be duly acknowledged. The local committees 
solicit and receive donations for their own respective loca- 
lities. 

"We exhort most earnestly all the excellent confrater- 
nities, the various admirable associations of gentlemen and 
ladies of St. Vincent of Paul, all other religious societies, 
and all zealous Catholics, to co perate in this good work, 
and to unite tit defence of their holy religion. In this way 
great good will be effected, a spirit of charity will be more 
widely cultivated, and what is destined by ovr eneniesfor 
the perdition of the poor will be for them the occasion of 
many graces and blessings." 

Dr. Cullen has thus organised a powerful staff, 
and will, no doubt, soon have at command the 
most ample funds to check the progress of pro- 
selytism, the results of which we shall soon be 
made acquainted with ; and we can scarcely 
doubt that one of the first measures of this Ge- 
neral Committee, " united in the defence of their 
religion" ("especially as Dr. Cullen's precursor in 
the Freeman's Journal specially refers in his last 
letter to the fault hitherto committed by them 
in neglecting the assistance of the press), will 
be to establish a counter periodical to The 
Catholic Layman, conducted in the most 
masterly manner, in which learned and con- 
vincing answers will be given to all articles on 
(what we assert to be) Roman Catholic errors, and 
more especially to our criticisms upon Dr. Cul- 
len's various pastorals, which the priests of his 
diocese will, no doubt, feel especially bound, in 
honour as well as in interest, to defend against 
all gainsayers. Dr. Cullen naturally considers 
any attack on At* pastorals as *' a wound inflicted 
on his faith, 1 ' and that " the glory of hisChurch is 
tarnished" by such criticisms being allowed to re- 
main unanswered ; and we are sure the General 
Committee will not fail to remember the touch- 
ing appeal with which Dr. Cullen closes his pre- 
sent pastoral — " Let us be ready, dearly beloved 
brethren, to endnre every calamity, and to suffer 
any sacrifice, rather than consent to see any 
wound inflicted on'our faith, or the glory tarnished 
of that Church which was founded and hallowed 
by the labours of a Patrick and a Laurence 
(O'Toole)" — meaning thereby,doubtless (as would 
be the case if the calumnies and misrepresenta- 
tions of that most dangerous and widely circulated 
publication, Thk Catholic Layman, shall any 
longer be allowed to penetrate through every 
part of this country, unanswered and unexposed.) 
We can assure Dr. Cullen, thatso far from being 
dismayed by the establishment of such a periodi- 
cal, we shall sincerely rejoice at the estab- 
lishment of such a paper, and only hope it will 
he written with a little more Christian candour 
and regard to proofs, than seem to us to charac- 
terize Dr. Cullen's own effusions. Dr. Cullen cer- 
tainly does write of late rather like a leader under 
considerable apprehensions " in times of great 
danger, when extraordinary precautions were 
necessary," than as if be sincerely believed 
what be asserts in p. 10, viz that "Pro- 
testantism has made no progress amongst as, bat 
rather manifests the most evident symptom* of 
decay ; whilst, on the other hand, Catholicity 



has spread its roots on every side, and covered 
the land with its abundant and luxuriant fruits." 

Let Dr. Cullen and his General Committee, 
whose special funetien it is to be to watch over 
and check the progress of proselytism, but meet 
us fairly in the field, not by endeavouring to ex- 
cite the passion* and prejudice*, the hatred aad 
detestation of Roman Catholics against Protes- 
tants, by unworthy arts of calumny and misre- 
presentation, but by using the arms which he 
boasts of in his pastoral as being the only ones 
they can avail themselves of — " the arms of light 
and truth,*' and the result will, ere long, shew 
on which side "light and truth" are ; and whether 
it be true that " Protestantism has no vitality <u 
attraction in it, and cannot be propagated, be- 
cause it is cursed by sterility, and is not fer- 
tilized by the dews of Heaven." 

We conscientiously believe that the religion 
of Protestantism is " the offspring of God," and 
neither more nor less than pure Christianity, as 
it emanated from our blessed Lord and hig 
Apostles, recorded in the inspired Scriptures 
for the instruction of the whole world ; and we 
rejoice to believe that Protestants have at last 
aroused themselves in earnest to propagate fear- 
lessly the doetrines of the Bible, not by the pains 
and penalties of persecution (which, we trust, 
have passed away, in these countries, at least, for 
ever), but by those nobler methods of reason and 
Christian love and charity which alone can lead 
erring man into the way of truth. 



We have received a letter containing some re- 
marks on I. Cor. xi., 23. Its general tone is s* 
unsuitable to the solemnity of the subject, that 
we were at first inclined to take no notice what- 
ever of it. On reflection, however, we have 
judged it better, lest our silence should be mis- 
interpreted, to say a word or two in answer to 
what the writer conceives to be an insurmount- 
able difficulty in the way of Protestants. " How,* 
he says, " are Protestants justified in believing 
that, if they eat bread and drink wine on a 
particular Sunday, unworthily, their souls are 
damned, for not discerning the Body of the 
Lord, when they do not believe the Lord's body 
to he contained in the bread and wine, and when, 
consequently, they cannot discern what is not 
therer" Mr.Rourkealso,it will beobserved, makes 
use of nearly the same argument, (p. 70, infra.) 

The answer to this is very simple and obvious. 
But let us first briefly consider what the abuse 
was which the apostle censures in the passage 
before us. The primitive Christians, during 
the apostolic age, were in the habit of celebrat- 
ing what they called agapce, or feasts of love. 
These feasts were furnished by mutual contri- 
bution, each person who was able bringing his 
own portion, and the richer members providing, 
moreover, portions for the poor. During and 
after this feast, they all partook of the Supper 
of the Lord. At Corinth, these agapae had, in 
some instances at least, degenerated into scenes 
of shameful excess, and, therefore, of gross irre- 
verence, as regarded the Lord's Supper. The 
richer members, instead of satiating their appe- 
tite at home, and sharing with their poorer breth- 
ren the portions which they brought, converted 
the love feast into a scene of selfish gluttony and 
drunkenness, refusing to share at all with their 
poor and craving brethren. To celebrate the 
Lord's Supper under such circumstances was, of 
course, an act of the grossest irreverence. Ac- 
cordingly, to show them the solemnity of the 
ordinance which they thus set at nought, the apos- 
tle reminds them of the account he had before 
given them of its institution by the Lord. And, 
having done so, he draws the necessary inference 
that whosoever thus desecrated the Lord's ordi- 
nance—" whosoever eateth the b*ead or drinketh 
the cup of the Lord unworthily" — was guilty ■o' 
a gross insult to the Body and Blood of tJie 



